
 

Our goal 

The EU has committed to planting 3 Billion additional trees before 2030. This pledge is part of the plan to tackle the 
protection and restoration of nature. 

To achieve this ambitious target, we need everybody on board, to plant trees and make sure that they grow over 
time. Tree planting requires everyone involved to work together and the success of the pledge depends heavily on 
grassroots initiatives. Individuals, landowners, nurseries, associations, companies, and public bodies such as cities 
and regions are all encouraged to participate in the initiative.  

 

 

How can you help? 

 

 

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0651&qid=1696330072891
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/nature-restoration-law_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030/3-billion-trees_en?prefLang=nl&etrans=nl


 

Why plant more trees? 

 

 

Urban greening 

Street trees, trees in parks and open spaces, trees on 
private property and in green buildings... As well as 
expanding existing forests, we need to plant more trees 
in urban areas and on farmland. 

Trees are extremely important in highly urbanised areas 
which have few natural habitats. They make our towns 
and cities more attractive and nature-oriented. Pollution 
and urban heat disproportionally affect areas with lower 
income residents, while green areas encourage healthy 
mobility and have a proven social value in terms of 
promoting recreation and wellbeing.  

Green roofs, urban gardens, and replacing tiles with plants also help to green our cities. Although the pledge is about 
trees, smaller plant and grass species can be used to create other types of green areas, which bring similar benefits. 

  

  

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/urban-environment_en


 

The right trees in the right place  

Planting and growing the right tree, in the right place, 
and for the right purpose requires long term planning 
and monitoring. In practice, this means planting the 
right mix of tree species not only in forests, but also in 
agroforestry, agricultural and urban areas. No trees 
should be planted in areas of high nature value such as 
mires, bogs, fens, wetlands, peatlands, and grasslands.  

To be counted in the pledge, your tree must: 

• Already be planted 

• Have been planted or sprouted after 20 May 2020 

• Must be an additional tree, not a tree that would have 
been planted or would have grown anyway. 

• Must be a tree that benefits biodiversity and the climate, 
and in particular must not be an invasive alien species 

See the Commission guidelines on tree planting 
See what has been achieved so far 
 

The pledge to plant is just one part of 
nature conservation 

This pledge will not solve the climate nor the biodiversity crisis on its own. Planting new trees is not an alternative to 
preserving existing trees, but a complement to broader conservation action. The Commission is taking further action 
to improve the quality and quantity of EU forests through the new EU forest strategy for 2030. This strategy aims to 
increase forest coverage in the EU whilst respecting ecological principles, and improve the resilience of forests in the 
EU. It includes commitments to strictly protect remaining EU primary and old-growth forests, ensure that forests are 
managed sustainably, and improve the monitoring of EU forests. 
 

How is the project being monitored? 

The pledge of 3 billion additional trees is carried out with a long-term planning and monitoring scheme. This will 
ensure that the trees are not only planted, but are also allowed to grow over time and thrive in a changing climate. 
The Commission will not check the planted trees but rely on a Declaration of Honour signed by the participating 
organisation or individual. 

The European Commission is counting and monitoring the progress. It provides political and technical support, 
communication and labelling, while the European Environmental Agency co-operates the counting and monitoring 
platform Map My Tree. 

 

Sources 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021SC0651  

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-15907-2023-INIT/en/pdf  

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021SC0651&qid=1696330072891
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/invasivealien/list/index_en.htm
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1c4561c7-7c54-11ee-99ba-01aa75ed71a1
https://forest.eea.europa.eu/3-billion-trees/introduction
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/forest-strategy_en
https://forest.eea.europa.eu/3-billion-trees/introduction
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021SC0651
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-15907-2023-INIT/en/pdf


 

 

 
 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030/3-billion-trees_en?prefLang=nl&etrans=nl

